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Sunday, February 15, 2009
MLB SPRING TRAINING OPENS THIS WEEKEND


Spring training camps for Major League Baseball’s 30 teams are opening this weekend in Florida and Arizona.  The Cleveland Indians were the first team to open camp in Arizona last Thursday at their new digs in Goodyear (near Phoenix).  Meanwhile, the Boston Red Sox were getting things going the same day at their Fort Myers, Florida spring home.

The westward exodus among MLB teams continues this spring.  The Los Angeles Dodgers have moved from their decades-long training home of Vero Beach, Florida to the Phoenix suburb of Glendale, while the Indians also moved from Florida to Arizona, which is now the spring home of 14 MLB teams as franchises leave the iffy southeastern climate for the warm and arid southwest.
STEROIDS BACK IN BASEBALL SPOTLIGHT
A tough stretch for baseball on the steroids front:  New York Yankees third baseman Alex Rodriguez last week admitted during an ESPN interview that he used steroids between 2001 and 2003 after his name was linked as one of 104 Major League Baseball players who tested positive in 2003.

Houston Astros shortstop Miguel Tejada added fuel to the fire during the week when he admitted lying to U.S. congressional investigators in 2005 about a conversation he had with former Oakland teammate Adam Piatt about steroids and human growth hormones. 
Finally, former pitcher Roger Clemens drew the ire of ex-Congressman Chris Shays of Connecticut, who told the New York Daily News he believes Clemens lied to Congress during his testimony last year on his alleged use of steroids, adding that “he was incredibly arrogant about it.”

And how was your week?
LARRY WALKER AMONG FOUR NAMED TO CANADIAN HALL OF FAME


Former Montreal Expos and Colorado Rockies star Larry Walker’s pending induction into the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame cements the British Columbia native’s reputation as the best everyday player Canada has ever produced.

In 17 big league seasons, Walker batted .313 with 383 homers and 230 stolen bases.  A five-time All-Star, Walker was the National League’s Most Valuable Player in 1997 after smacking 49 homers and driving in 130 runs for the Colorado Rockies that season.  The 42-year-old Walker will be a coach for Canada’s World Baseball Classic team next month.


He’ll be joined in the Canadian Hall by former Toronto Blue Jays catcher Ernie Whitt, ex-Baseball Canada VP Bernie Soulliere and early-1900’s pro ballplayer Roy “Doc” Miller.

SAITO HOPING FOR COMEBACK WITH RED SOX

Former Los Angeles Dodgers closer Takashi Saito is hoping that he’ll be able to shake problems with his right elbow and have a good year for the Boston Red Sox.  After saving 69 games for the Dodgers from 2006-07, he fell to 18 saves for Los Angeles last season before becoming a free agent.  The 39-year-old Saito signed a one-year deal with Boston for $1.5 million.

Saito is one of four Japanese pitchers on the Sox roster, joining Daisuke Matsuzaka, Hideki Okajima and Junichi Tazawa.  With elite closer Jonathan Papelbon on the scene, Boston manager Terry Francona is likely to use Saito as a setup man out of the bullpen.
TRY, TRY AGAIN: YOU RENOMINATED FOR KBO COMMISH POST

After initial political repercussions were smoothed over, Korea Baseball Association club presidents have again nominated Korea Sports Council vice chairman You Young-koo as Commissioner of the KBO.  You was first nominated December 16, but withdrew his candidacy six days later after some pressure from Korean politicians whose feathers were ruffled because they weren’t consulted first.

Things appear to be going smoother this time around.  The 62-year-old You was unanimously nominated by KBO presidents last week to the post, and was the only named placed in the pot of candidates.  You has accepted the nomination, and will require only six of the eight owners’ votes later this month to be placed in the Commissioner’s office.  He will get no annual salary from the KBO, receiving only compensation for monthly expenses.

You will become the tenth Commissioner since the KBO’s inception in 1982. 

OH-SAN TOURS TAIWAN, RECEIVES AWARD FROM PRESIDENT

Baseball’s all-time home run king was in Taiwan recently to receive an award for his contributions to the sport and for fostering friendship between Japanese and Taiwanese people.  Sadaharu Oh, who belted 868 homers in 22 Japanese seasons with the Tokyo Yomiuri Giants, stepped down as manager of the Softbank Hawks following last season after a bout with stomach cancer.  He plans to spend his retirement promoting baseball among Asian youths.

While in Taipei, Oh received the Order of the Brilliant Star from Taiwan president Ma Ying-jeou, followed by a luncheon at the Presidential Office.  Oh also visited longtime friend Wu Po-hsiung, who chairs Taiwan’s ruling Kuomintang Party.  The son of a Chinese father and Japanese mother, Oh plans to visit the island nation again in May.
JAPANESE HALL OF FAMER YAMAUCHI DIES AT 76
Japanese Baseball Hall of Fame member Kazuhiro Yamauchi has died of liver failure in Tokyo at the age of 76.  He has been a member of the Hall since 2002.

During his playing career, the 5’9” Yamauchi led the Pacific League in RBIs four times between 1954 and 1961, topping the circuit in homers twice and collecting one batting title.  He was a lifetime .295 hitter with 396 homers and 1,286 RBIs in 19 seasons for three teams between 1952 through 1970, becoming the first Japanese player to hit 300 homers in the process.  Yamauchi was the Pacific League MVP in 1960 after leading the league with 32 homers and 103 RBIs for the pennant-winning Daimei Orions.
Yamauchi later managed the Lotte Orions and Chunichi Dragons before ending his baseball career in 1998 after one season coaching Taiwan’s Chinatrust Whales.
PERTH WINS AUSSIE CLAXTON SHIELD IN THREE-GAME FINALS

The Perth Heat came away with the Claxton Shield after winning Australia’s national championship last weekend in their Grand Final series against the New South Wales Patriots.

After the Patriots won Game One, Perth came back to win two in a row to take the Final, 2 games to 1.  Heat starter Daniel Schmidt was impressive in Game Three, shutting out New South Wales on two hits over 6.2 innings as Perth went on to a 3-2 win in the clincher.

Perth’s Nick Kimpton was named Offensive Champion while teammate Luke Hughes was the Finals MVP.  Tim Cox of New South Wales was selected as Pitching Champion.

BUTTO NAMED CARIBBEAN SERIES MVP

Shortly after the pitching-dominated Caribbean Series concluded, reliever Francisco Butto of the champion Aragua Tigres was named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player.  Butto saved four games in as many opportunities for the Tigres, striking out six batters in 3.1 innings.  He allowed no hits or runs until Aragua’s final inning of the Series. 


A former Phillies and Yankees farmhand, Butto was 3-0 with seven saves and a 3.20 ERA in 57 appearances for both Oaxaca and Mexico City of the Mexican League in 2008.
CUBA NAMES MANAGER FOR WBC TEAM

Just a month before the second World Baseball Classic opens with pool play in four cities, Cuba has finally announced who will manage their team.  Higinio Velez, who managed Cuba to the championship game against Japan in the first WBC in 2006, will be the team’s skipper in March when they are joined in Mexico City by South Africa, Australia and Pool B host Mexico.

Shortly after Cuba was defeated by Japan in the WBC title game three years ago, Velez was replaced by Rey Anglada, manager of the Cuban National Series’ Industriales Leones.  Other men considered to run Cuba’s WBC team were Antonio Pacheco, who led Cuba to a silver medal in the Beijing Olympics, and former Cuban National Team manager Jorge Fuentes.  In the end, the nod went to Velez, who has been serving both as president of the Cuban Baseball Federation and commissioner of the National Series the past year and a half.

Cuba will take on South Africa on March 8 at Foro Sol in Mexico City in the opening game of Pool B play.  The MLB Network will televise all WBC games from Mexico City.

IBAF MEETS WITH HOST CITIES OF 2009 BASEBALL WORLD CUP

Representatives from the International Baseball Federation met with leaders from various European cities tabbed to host the 2009 Baseball Cup.  The meeting took place earlier this month in Frankfurt, Germany.  In all, World Cup games will take place in 27 venues across seven nations.

The meeting was largely to finalize plans and schedules for the September tournament, and to assure the IBAF that all the host countries are on track to host the 22-nation event.  First round games are scheduled to be played in Moscow, Prague, Barcelona, Stockholm and Regensburg, Germany.  Organizers in Regensburg report over 10,000 tickets have been sold for World Cup games at their ballpark.


The second round will be split between venues in Italy and The Netherlands, considered the top two baseball countries in Europe, while the World Cup final is set for September 27 in Italy.  
PETE ROSE, JR. NEGOTIATING WITH ITALIAN TEAM

The son of baseball’s all-time hits leader is talking with a team about playing across the Atlantic this season.  Pete Rose, Junior was reported close to signing a contract with the DeAngelis Godo club, which finished seventh in the Italian Serie A1 standings in 2008.

The well-traveled Rose began his professional career in 1989 as a 19-year-old infielder with the Erie Orioles of the Class A New York-Penn League.  Since then, he has bounced around the minor leagues, appearing briefly for his hometown Cincinnati Red in 1997 (batting .143 in eleven games).  Last season, Rose batted .289 with 15 homers and 95 RBIs in 129 games for the Long Island Ducks of the independent Atlantic League.

