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History of Mexican Baseball  
 
 Just as in the United States, it’s impossible to trace the exact beginning of baseball 
in Mexico.  Unlike the United States, nobody has created an Abner Doubleday myth for 
Mexican baseball.  What is generally accepted among cronistas of Mexico’s baseball 
history is that the game was imported south of the border in the late 1800’s by soldiers, 
sailors or railroad builders from the USA.  While such places as Nuevo Laredo, Cadereyta 
de Jimenez and Guaymas have all laid claim to being the birthplace of beisbol, the only 
certainty is that American sailors from the ship U.S.S. Montana played an exhibition game 
in Guaymas, Sonora in 1877, and that a local Guaymas team was formed shortly 
thereafter.  About ten years later, a team called the Mexico Club was created in the 
nation’s capital, creating a link between baseball and the nation’s largest city that 
continues to this day with the Mexican League’s 15-time champion Diablos Rojos. 
 
 Baseball was played on a somewhat haphazard basis in Mexico through the first 
two decades of the 20th Century.  The game grew steadily as American teams would cross 
the border to play ball against local nines of Mexican players, and clubs began springing 
up here and there across the country in a southward spread.  The 1906 World Series 
champion Chicago White Sox were the first major league team to visit Mexico.  As the 
1920’s opened, baseball was becoming the most popular sport in the country, but there 
was no formal high-level professional league until a sportswriter and baseball manager put 
their heads together in 1925 to form what is now the Mexican League. 
 
 Alejandro Aguilar Reyes, better known as “Fray Nano” to readers of La Aficion, 
was a 23-year-old cronista when he joined with manager Ernesto Carmona to form the six-
team Mexican League.  Fray Nano was league president for two years before becoming 
LMB Commissioner from 1927 through 1942.  While Fray Nano handled much of the new 
Liga’s organizing and publicity, the well-connected Carmona was able to bring many of 
Mexico’s best players into the LMB (along with another respected baseball man, 
Homobono Marquez, who ran the powerful Aztec club). 
 
 The early-day Mexican League was centered almost exclusively in Mexico City, 
with representation in nearby cities such as Veracruz and Puebla.  Teams were usually 
named after businesses that sponsored them, like modern clubs in Asian leagues, and it 
wasn’t until the late 1930’s that most teams in the Liga represented cities instead of 
underwriters. 
 
 The Mexican League in the 1940’s was dominated by Jorge Pasquel.  The 33-
year-old Pasquel was a very wealthy man who entered the Liga in 1940 with his Veracruz 
Azules and eventually took over running the entire circuit.  Pasquel was willing to spend 
money, and by the mid-40’s offered contracts to such major league players as Ted 
Williams, Bob Feller and Phil Rizzuto for far more than they were earning in the United 
States.  While he fell short of bringing in the biggest names, Pasquel did induce Sal 
Maglie, Max Lanier and Vern Stephens into signing with the Liga.  More important, 
Pasquel had earlier brought such Negro League stars as Cool Papa Bell, Josh Gibson, 
Ray Dandridge and Roy Campanella to Mexico.  Bell, in particular, thrived south of the 
border, batting .367 over four seasons and winning the Triple Crown in 1940 by hitting 
.437 with 12 homers and 79 RBIs in 89 games.  Black players in general enjoyed playing 
in Mexico because the money was good, the weather was warm and they did not face the 
kinds of prejudices that dogged them in the United States. 



 4 

 However, Pasquel fell short in his dream of achieving parity with the major leagues, 
and was a bitter man when he left baseball in 1952.  He died three years later in a plane 
wreck at the age of 48, and the Liga nearly died at the same time.  The death of Jorge 
Pasquel in 1955 put an exclamation point on the end of the free-spending era of Mexican 
League baseball, but by then, the Liga had problems of its own.  Pasquel was a 
tempestuous man, but when he pulled out of baseball altogether in 1951 he left a void not 
easily replaced and the Liga was on the deathwatch by the winter of 1954-55. 
  

However, two things saved pro baseball in Mexico:  Most important was the 
infusion of new ownership of teams in the Mexican League, bringing new capital and 
ideas.  The reformed Liga then made peace with the Major Leagues and Organized 
Baseball, who had severed relations with the “outlaw” league after Pasquel’s concerted 
player raids in 1946 raised salaries across the border when American teams were forced 
to pay better to keep their players.  The “new” Mexican League officially became a Class 
AA minor league, ending the ten-year war. 
   

Among the new owners, perhaps the most important one was Alejo Peralta, who 
began the Mexico City Tigres in 1955.  Peralta was similar to Pasquel in that he was a 
very wealthy and driven man, but there was a vast difference between the two men in the 
kinds of teams they built.  Whereas Pasquel tried to recruit top players from America to 
Veracruz, Peralta insisted that the Tigres’ roster consist entirely of Mexican players.  
Pasquel wanted to build a dynasty, period, but Peralta wanted to prove Mexicans could be 
great ballplayers without foreign help.  Peralta’s Tigres went on to win six Liga pennants 
through 1997 (the year he died at age 80), he personally started two minor leagues and 
supported another, and served as LMB commissioner for many years.  
 
 The solidified Mexican League then entered a period of relative stability for several 
years, although (as now) a number of teams came and went.  Mexico City was shared for 
decades by the Tigres and Diablos Rojos until the Tigres finally left town and began an 
odyssey that has seen them end up in Cancun, former home of the Langosteros franchise 
which was displaced after severe hurricanes in 2006 caused severe damage to the 
ballpark there.  Other long-standing teams over the years have been the Veracruz Aguilas, 
Monterrey Sultanes, Yucatan Leones, Campeche Piratas and the Saltillo Saraperos.  
Ironically, before Saltillo won the pennant in 2009, the only other time the Saraperos 
claimed the flag in their 40-year history was in the strike-interrupted season of 1980.   

 
That year, the Liga season began as normal in March amid growing calls among 

Mexican players for higher wages and allegations of preferential treatment for imported 
players from the United States.  Finally, the domestic players walked off the job in July and 
eventually formed their own league of striking players in various Mexican cities.  Although 
the Liga tried to fill with void with strikebreaking players, the remainder of the 1980 was a 
disaster, with no playoffs held.  Although Saltillo was awarded the Mexican League 
“pennant because the Saraperos had the best record when play halted, many historians 
do not recognize the championship as legitimate. 
  

Although the Mexican League is considered Class AAA by Minor League Baseball, 
it is unlike any other circuit in that all Liga teams are independent.  It perhaps bears the 
closest resemblance to the old-time minor leagues among all current members of 
Organized Baseball.  At present, the Mexican League has 14 teams in two divisions, with 
a 110-game regular season running between March and July followed by playoffs through 
the end of August. 
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Past Mexican League champions  
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MEXICAN LEAGUE  
Av. Insurgentes Sur #797 3er. Piso, Col. Napoles, B enito Juarez 

Distrito Federal, Mexico C.P. 03810 
PHONES: 5-557-1007/5-557-1408/5-395-2454 

EMAIL: oficina@lmb.com.mx 
WEBSITE: www.lmb.com.mx 

PRESIDENT: Plinio Escalante Bolio 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR: Nestor Alba Brito 

ADMINISTRATION DIRECTOR: Oscar Neri Rojas Salazar 
PLAYER REGISTRATION/CONTROL: Emmanuel Rustrian Bello 

MEDIA COORDINATOR: Demetrio Hernandez Carmona 
MERCHANDISING COORDINATOR: Alberto Guadarrama Barrera 

STATISTICS & INFORMATION: Mauricio Garcia Sanchez 
 
BBM 2011 MEXICAN LEAGUE PREDICTIONS  
NORTHERN ZONE 
1.  Mexico City Diablos Rojos (Loaded lineup with just enough pitching, favorite for pennant) 
2.  Monterrey Sultanes (Should challenge Diablos all year, offense vastly bulked up in offseason) 
3.  Saltillo Saraperos (Good lineup with power and speed but pitching unreliable…just like in 2010) 
4.  Puebla Pericos (A playoff berth, yes, but Pericos will find going tougher in the LMB North) 
5.  Monclova Acereros (A good underrated team, but not quite enough for postseason slot) 
6.  Reynosa Broncos (Otanez makes them more dangerous, but pitching just not strong enough) 
7.  Laguna Vaqueros (Good skipper who’s seen it all at helm, but “Paquin” can’t play for them) 
 
SOUTHERN ZONE 
1.  Oaxaca Guerreros (Should benefit from past adversity and Puebla shift, best bet for Final berth) 
2.  Yucatan Leones (Could finish on top if pitching improves, but look out below if it doesn’t) 
3.  Quintana Roo Tigres (Nice roster with lots of good vets, but loss of Cramer is bound to hurt) 
4.  Campeche Piratas (Rivera can carry them into the playoffs, but not enough to go much further) 
5.  Veracruz Aguilas (Best of the LMB South’s rest could surprise if they get any kind of pitching) 
6.  Minatitlan Petroleros (Not likely a playoff team, but Petros have been improving over the years) 
7.  Tabasco Olmecas (Totally luckless franchise that needs a break, survival may be team’s only goal) 
 
NORTHERN SEMIS:  Mexico City over Puebla, Monterrey  over Saltillo 
SOUTHERN SEMIS:  Oaxaca over Campeche, Quintana Roo  over Yucatan 
 
NORTHERN FINALS:  Mexico City over Monterrey 
SOUTHERN FINALS:  Quintana Roo over Oaxaca 
 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP:  Mexico City over Quintana Roo  
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CAMPECHE PIRATAS  
Filiberto Qui Farfan no. 2, Col. Camino Real 
Campeche, Campeche, Mexico C.P. 24020 

PHONE: (981) 816-6071 
EMAIL: piratas@prodigy.net.mx 

WEBSITE: www.piratasdecampeche.com.mx 
PRESIDENT: Enrique Rosado Mendez 

GENERAL MANAGER: Gabriel Lozano Berron 
FIELD MANAGER: Marco Antonio Guzman 

BALLPARK: Estadio Nelson Barrera Romellon 
CAPACITY: 6,000 

2010 RECORD: 52-50 
 
 A monster season from Ruben Rivera and a solid starting staff led by Francisco Campos and 
Hector Velazquez weren’t enough for Campeche to gain a playoff berth in 2010 despite a winning record 
and a second-half Mexican League South Division title. 
 
 Rivera hit .360 with 21 homers and 73 RBIs in CF and was a legitimate MVP candidate.  Another 
ex-big leaguer, OF Jolbert Cabrera (.364/10/63), is both a versatile fielder and clutch batter.   They’ll be 
joined by RF Roberto Valencia (.333).  1B Pedro Diaz (.303/7/43 for Monclova) and vet 3B Roque 
Sanchez (.330) will man the corners while first-time starting 2B Manuel Lopez (.257) and ageless SS 
Javier Robles (.274/8/35) cover the middle.  Catching will be split by Jesus Vega (.242) and Rogelio Del 
Campo (.223). 
 
 The venerable Campos (7-6/3.94) and Rookie of the Year Velazquez (6-4/2.93) anchor a rotation 
that includes lefty Alejandro Armenta, who was solid third starter (6-8/3.32).  Ex-MLBer Francis Beltran (3-
1/2.08) had 4 saves last year, but he’s gone in 2011 and leaves an unsettled bullpen behind. 
 
 The Piratas may reach the playoffs, but lack the batters and relievers to go far in the postseason. 
 
 

2011 CAMPECHE PIRATAS home schedule  
MAR 20 Yucatan, 26-28 Puebla, 29-31 Tabasco 
APR 12-14 Yucatan, 19-21 Laguna, 22-24 Monclova, 29-May 1 Veracruz 
MAY 10-12 Oaxaca, 20-22 Tabasco, 24-26 Saltillo 
JUN 3-5 Quintana Roo, 14-16 Minatitlan, 21-23 Monterrey, 24-26 Reynosa, 27-29 Mexico City 
JUL 5-6 Minatitlan, 12-13 Quintana Roo, 16-17 Veracruz, 23-24 Oaxaca, 27-28 Yucatan 
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CAMPECHE PIRATAS 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER:  Marco Antonio Guzman 
COACHES:  Jesus Sommers (others not available) 
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LAGUNA VAQUEROS  
Calle Juan Gutemberg s/n Col. Centro 
Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico C.P. 27000 

PHONE: (871) 718-5515 
EMAIL:  not available 

WEBSITE: www.clubvaqueroslaguna.com 
PRESIDENT: Carlos Gomez del Campo 

GENERAL MANAGER: Luis Dovalina Flores 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR: Oscar Horta Gonzalez 

FIELD MANAGER: Juan Francisco “Chico” Rodriguez 
BALLPARK: Estadio de la Revolucion 

CAPACITY: 8,500 
2010 RECORD: 45-62 

 
 New manager Francisco “Chico” Rodriguez understands how patience works, and he’ll need a lot 
of it in Laguna.  This isn’t a strong enough team to battle LMB North powers Saltillo, Mexico City, Puebla 
and Monterrey. 
 
 After a traumatic offseason in which he was involved in a fatal car accident in the Dominican 
Republic, RF Alexis Gomez (.352/16/82 and an LMB-best 37 steals) is gone, but 2B Dionys Cesar is 
back. The 2009 Liga MVP (.380 with 40 steals that year) will anchor an infield featuring holdover 1B 
Emmanuel Valdez (.331/16/88), SS Flavio Romero (.333 in 19 games) and newcomer 3B Victor 
Morcedes (.336/8/81 for Oaxaca in 2010). Vet 2B-SS Christian Herrera (.300/5/41) should get increased 
playing time.  The outfield is not strong.  LF Ivan Araujo (.329/8/65) is competent at best while 20-year-old 
CF Ramon Ramirez (.294) needs to mature fast.  Ex-MLB C Miguel Oleda (.235) comes from Mexico City. 
 
 Laguna’s pitching was horrible in 2010 with a 6.55 team ERA, and will be a priority for manager 
Rodriguez.  Esteban Yan (12-3/3.77) started and relieved for Mexico City last year and should top the 
rotation.  Veteran righty Juan Delgadillo was an All-Star in 2010 but only got in 11 starts before being shut 
down by injury with a 5-1 record. Dario Veras and his 22 saves will be gone in 2011, but Juan Oyervidez 
had 11 saves himself and is the likely closer. 
 
 Rodriguez managed the Chihuahua Dorados to a playoff berth last year and was hired by Laguna 
after the Dorados shut down for 2011.  He’ll have a tough time winning in a very competitive division 
made tougher by the addition of Puebla. 
 

2011 LAGUNA VAQUEROS home schedule  
MAR 19 Reynosa, 25-27 Reynosa 
APR 1-3 Saltillo, 12-14 Minatitlan, 15-17 Veracruz, 26-28 Oaxaca, 29-May 1 Puebla 
MAY 2-4 Monclova, 10-12 Monterrey, 17-19 Mexico City, 24-26 Quintana Roo 
JUN 7-9 Campeche, 10-12 Tabasco, 24-26 Monclova, 28-30 Yucatan 
JUL 9-10 Puebla, 14-15 Reynosa, 16-17 Mexico City, 19-20 Saltillo, 25-26 Monterrey 
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LAGUNA VAQUEROS 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER: Francisco “Chico” Rodriguez 
COACHES: Jesus Arredondo, Salome Barojas, Adulfo Ca macho, Cesar Diaz, Victor Sauceda 
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MEXICO CITY DIABLOS ROJOS  
Manuel M. Ponce 87 1er piso, Col. Guadalupe Inn, De l. Alvaro Obregon 

Distrito Federal, Mexico CP 01020 
PHONE: (555) 639-8722 

EMAIL: clubdiablos@diablos.com.mx 
WEBSITE: http://www.diablos.com.mx 
PRESIDENT: Roberto Mansur Galan 

GENERAL MANAGER: Roberto Castellon 
FIELD MANAGER: Max Olivares 

BALLPARK: Foro Sol 
CAPACITY: 26,000 

2010 RECORD: 64-40 
 
 The Diablos had another great regular season, finishing with the best record in the LMB North, 
but lost in the first playoff round to Saltillo after leading 3 games to 0.  Owner Alfredo Harp Helu expects 
Liga pennants to fly at Foro Sol.  Thus, pressure is on manager Mako Olivares in 2011 to cop a title. 
 
 Olivares’ team seems to have the talent.  Most players are back from a team that led the league 
in hitting (.322), homers (110) and RBIs (617) last summer.  1Bs Japhet Amador and Mario Valdez 
combined to hit .365 with 23 homers and 102 ribbies, Returning OFs Mario Valenzuela and Ivan Terrazas 
both hit over .326 (as did newcomer Leo Heras for Reynosa) and Geronimo Gil (.330) gives Mexico City 
one of the best catchers in the LMB. Add OF Luis Terrero (who hit .345 for Laguna in 2009) and the 
Diablos can put nine .300+ hitters in their lineup.  Simply out, Mexico City is loaded. 
 
 Mexico City led the Liga with 11 shutouts, but their pitching needed improvement.  Esteban Yan 
(12-3/3.77) is gone to Laguna but Javier Martinez (11-2/3.31) was solid in 2010 while Elmer Dessens 
returns from MLB.  Marco Quevedo (3-5/5.79) had a good winter for Obregon’s Caribbean Series 
champs, but he’ll have to step things up in Foro Sol this summer.  The bullpen is unsettled, but Jean 
Machi had 23 saves for AAA Indianapolis last year and could end up the closer in Mexico City. 
 
 Much is expected of the Diablos every year and nothing will be different in 2011.  This is a team 
capable of pounding their way to the Mexican League pennant.  
 
 

2011 MEXICO CITY DIABLOS ROJOS home schedule  
MAR 19 Quintana Roo, 29-31 Laguna 
APR 4-6 Campeche, 15-17 Saltillo, 22-24 Minatitlan, 29-May 1 Monterrey 
MAY 9-11 Yucatan, 13-15 Quintana Roo, 20-22 Monclova, 24-26 Tabasco 
JUN 3-5 Saltillo, 7-9 Veracruz, 14-16 Reynosa, 20-22 Oaxaca, 24-26 Puebla 
JUL 2-3 Monclova, 4-5 Laguna, 9-10 Reynosa, 23-24 Monterrey, 25-26 Puebla 
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MEXICO CITY DIABLOS ROJOS 2011 Roster 
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�

��!� ,���:� �#� �8 � , � �� �5�!6� ���� &�7��7���&�
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MANAGER: Max “Mako” Olivares 
COACHES: Donald Canedo, Hector Estrada, Maximino Le on, Nathanael Reyes, Sergio Robles 
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MINATITLAN PETROLEROS  
Av. Benito Juarez #503, Col. Centro 
Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, Mexico 

PHONE: (921) 212-4039 
EMAIL: webmaster@petrolerosdeminatitlan.com.mx 

WEBSITE: www.petrolerosdeminatitlan.com.mx 
PRESIDENT: Ranulfo Marquez Hernandez 

GENERAL MANAGER: Carlos Suarez Calero 
FIELD MANAGER: Victor Meza 

BALLPARK: Estadio 18 de Marzo de 1938 
CAPACITY: 7,500 

2010 RECORD: 44-60 
 
 The Petroleros were not one of the more interesting teams in the Mexican League last season, 
finishing 16 games under .500 and drawing just 74,529 fans in 53 games.  However, under new manager 
Victor “El Loco” Meza, things in Minatitlan will be anything but boring in 2011.  Meza, a longtime star in 
the Cuban National Series, was as renowned for his flamboyance and temper as for his playing ability.  
He won’t have an easy time lighting a fire under this LMB South team, though. 
 
 Minatitlan hit .298 as a team to finish eighth in that category, but they didn’t score many runs.  1B 
Carlos Rivera (.373/16/82) is the top returning batter, while CF Frank Diaz (.338/13/66) gives strong 
support and SS Rolando Acosta (.327/7/50) is one of Mexico’s most underrated infielders.  The Petros 
will be helped if OF Amaury Cazana (.380 in 29 games) is able to play for a full season and 20-year pro 
vet DH Sharnol Adriana was a Liga star in the 2000’s who can still swing a bat. 
 
 Minatitlan pitchers had a 5.63 ERA in 2010.  Enrique Quintanilla (7-8/4.17) and Francisco 
Cordova (7-6/4.67) head the rotation and reliever Isidro Marquez (3-3/3.61/17 saves) broke Ramon 
Arano’s Liga record of 812 games pitched last June, but most Petros pitchers were of the “duck-and-
cover” variety. 
 
 At least Meza’s players won’t dare sleepwalk through games. In Minatitlan, that’s progress. 
 
 

2011 MINATITLAN PETROLEROS home schedule  
MAR 20 Tabasco, 22-24 Veracruz 
APR 1-3 Puebla, 5-7 Monterrey, 8-10 Reynosa, 19-21 Saltillo, 26-28 Campeche 
MAY 3-5 Quintana Roo, 6-8 Yucatan, 10-12 Veracruz, 17-19 Oaxaca, 31-Jun 2 Laguna 
JUN 3-5 Monclova, 10-12 Mexico City, 17-19 Tabasco, 
JUL2-3 Tabasco, 19-20 Campeche, 21-22 Quintana Roo, 23-24 Yucatan, 27-28 Oaxaca 
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MINATITLAN PETROLEROS 2011 Roster  

�$%�� �	�
&����� �$� � ��� � �'( � &��� ���� ��(�')�����


�� �������#�#�$
0� �*� �� � � �� �5�
6� ��&� &�7�%7�����

%�� �����
�4��*� �� � � �� �5�&6� �&�� &�7�&7��!!�

�%� 8 ����#����� ��0�� �� � � �� �5��&6� ���� &
7��7�����

%&� �� 
�#��� ���� �� , � �� �<�=� ��
� &�7��7��!!�

��� �� ��������*� �� � � �� �<�=� ��&� &
7��7�����

�
� :�	� ������*�
�*� �� � � �� �5��6� ��&� &!7��7��!��

��� :���� ����*�
�*� �� � � �� �5�&6� ��&� &�7��7��!��

%%� -#�� ���� ;��*� �� � � �� �5���6 � ��&� &�7��7�����

�%� ,���� �������*� �� , � ,� �5���6 � �!&� &
7&�7�����

��� 9� �;���H�������

�� �� � � �� �5���6 � ��&� �&7��7�����

%
� $
�.��� �����#� �� � � �� �<�=� ���� &�7�!7�����

��� ,��#���� ����*� �� � � �� �<��=� ��!� � &�7��7��!! �

��� /�������� �� , � ,� �<���= � ��&� &�7��7�����

��� ��(��
�3� 0��� �� � � �� �<�&=� ���� &
7&�7��!��

��� '���#�3�
�#� �� , � ,� �<��=� �%�� �&7&�7��!��

��!� 9#��	���'� ��� �� � � �� �<&=� �!�� &�7�
7��!��

�
�$%�
��
&����� �$� � ��� � �'( � &��� ���� ��(�')�����

%!� �� 
�#���� ����*� �� � � �� �5��6� ���� &
7�
7�����

��� ���
���� ����*� �� � � �� �5��6� �!�� &
7�!7��!��

��� 9��� ���3����#� �� � � �� �5�!6� ��&� &�7��7�����
�

��% �	�*	�
+����� �$� � ��� � �'( � &��� ���� ��(�')�����

��� 3"� ��
�$� ����� -8� � � �� �5��&6� �&�� ��7�%7���&�

�%� ��
�����$��#��� 33� � � �� �<��= � ��&� &
7�%7��!%�

��� -0���4�

�*����� �4 � � � �� �5�!6� �
!� &�7��7��!��

���� ���
�,���� �4 � � � �� �5��6� ��%� &�7�!7��!!�

���� $��
������� ����*� �4 � � � �� �5��6� ��%� ��7��7��!!�



� �� 
�#���0� �� �4 � , � ,� �5���6 � �%&� &�7�&7���!�

%�� ��#�#�)�
��*��
�� -8� � � �� �5��6� �&&� &�7%&7��!��

���� �" �#�����F�*����� %4� � � �� �5��6� ���� �&7�&7��!
�

�
�$%����*	�
+���� �$� � ��� � �'( � &��� ���� ��(�')�����


�� 8 ��@�1��*� �8 � � � �� �5�&6� ���� �&7&�7��!%�


�� $��� ����*���� ,8 � � � �� �<�=� ��&� &�7&�7���!�

�&� '���� ��1�������*� �8 � , � ,� �5��6� �!�� �&7&�7��!!�

��� ,��#�8��#���� �8 � � � �� �5�%6� ���� &�7�&7��!
�

��� ������)�
��*� �8 � , � ,� �5�!6� ���� &�7��7�����

MANAGER: Victor Meza 
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MONCLOVA ACEREROS  
Cuauhtemoc #299, Col. Cd. Deportiva 

Monclova, Coahuila, Mexico C.P. 25750 
PHONE: (866) 631-1901 

FAX: (866) 636-2688 
EMAIL: acererosdelnorte@prodigy.net.mx 

WEBSITE: www.acereros.com.mx 
DIRECTOR GENERAL: Donaciano Garza Gutierrez 

GENERAL MANAGER: Victor Favela Lopez 
FIELD MANAGER: Gerardo Sanchez 

BALLPARK: Estadio Monclova 
CAPACITY: 11,000 

2010 RECORD: 52-50 
 
 Which Monclova Acereros team will we see in 2011?  Monclova’s first-half club that went 20-33 
and finished one game out of last place in the LMB North?  Or the Steelers side who battled to a 33-19 
record and came in 2.5 games behind second half-winning Mexico City? 
 
 The Acereros are an intriguing team, with a good number of solid veterans sprinkled through the 
lineup.  1B Pedro Valdes (.324/16/68) is the best of a middling batting order.  3B Efren Espinosa is back 
from a .318/12/50 season, LF Leo Arauz (.305/6/53) has his best years behind him but is still fairly 
productive, while C Saul Soto (.301/9/45), 1B/OF Abraham Valencia (.291/12/57 for Campeche) and 2B 
Hector Garanzuay (.248/6/47) are all decent batsmen.  Monclova is capable of putting out a good lineup, 
although a key will be whether second-year OF Franky Busani (.307 in 39 games) can provide the kind of 
power he exhibited playing prep and college ball at schools in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. 
 
 The Monclova starters are workmanlike:  Nerio Rodriguez (9-7/4.13) is 40 but still gets strikeouts 
(88 in 100 innings), Alfredo Garcia (8-8/3.86) has won 42 Liga games since 2006, Oswaldo Verdugo (6-
7/5.50) was 29-6 in three years for Yucatan before a tough 2010 and Jasiel Acosta (9-5/4.79) is a decent 
lefty.  The bullpen is shaky without a proven closer, though, and Monclova could lose their share of 
games in the late innings this year. 
 
 Manager Gerardo Sanchez’ Acereros could surprise and slip into the playoffs, but it’s not likely. 
 
 

2011 MONCLOVA ACEREROS home schedule  
MAR 19 Saltillo, 25-27 Monterrey 
APR 1-3 Mexico City, 12-14 Veracruz, 15-17 Minatitlan, 26-28 Puebla, 29-May 1 Oaxaca 
MAY 6-8 Laguna, 10-12 Reynosa, 16-18 Saltillo, 24-26 Yucatan 
JUN 7-9 Tabasco, 10-12 Campeche, 21-23 Laguna, 28-30 Quintana Roo 
JUL4-5 Saltillo, 7-8 Puebla, 14-15 Monterrey, 18-19 Mexico City, 25-26 Reynosa 
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MONCLOVA ACEREROS 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER: Gerardo “Polvorita” Sanchez 
COACHES: Victor Hugo Monroy, Ignacio Rodriguez, Osc ar Romero, Gilberto Rondon  
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MONTERREY SULTANES 
Av. Manuel L. Barragan s/n Estadio de Beisbol Monte rrey, Col. Regina 

Monterrey, Nuevo Neon, Mexico C.P. 64290 
PHONE: (818) 351-0209/(818) 351-8022 

FAX: (818) 351-8634 
EMAIL: sultanes@sultanes.com.mx 
WEBSITE: www.sultanes.com.mx 
PRESIDENT: Jose Maiz Garcia 

GENERAL MANAGER: Roberto Magdaleno Ramirez 
FIELD MANAGER: Enrique “Che” Reyes 

BALLPARK: Estadio Monterrey 
CAPACITY: 27,000 

2010 RECORD: 58-48 
 
 An already good Monterrey team got better in the offseason by bringing in Karim Garcia in to 
Monterrey.  Garcia was a huge star in Korea the past few seasons, and the ex-NLBer will combine with 
RF Luis Alfonso Garcia (.338/21/86), LF Edgar Quintero (.320/13/65), 3B Agustin Murillo (.293/7/48) and 
CF Chris Roberson (.306/12/46 with 21 steals) to give the Sultanes a potentially lethal lineup behind one 
of the best pitching staffs in the league.  Getting rebound years from Murillo and SS Heber Gomez 
(.279/2/47) is critical.  The 6’3” 220-pound Gomez has a well-deserved reputation as a clutch player. 
 
 Monterrey didn’t stop with the power boost.  The Sultanes added P Dan Serafini (5-2/3.84 for Los 
Mochis and 4 games for Obregon in CS last winter) and Rosman Garcia (6-8/3.32 for Nuevo Laredo in 
2010 plus a 5IP/1ER start for Anzoategui in CS) to a staff that already included Walter Silva (7-3/4.45) 
and Sergio Mora (6-6/4.92).  Manager Che Reyes may not have a star-studded starting rotation, but it 
should be one of the Mexican League’s most consistent.  The bullpen is fair to middling.  Adrian Ramirez 
(5-4/4.90) has been mainly a starter, but the hard-throwing righty may relieve to fill a void as closer. 
 
 The Sultanes join Mexico City and Puebla as prime threats to unseat Saltillo in the LMB North this 
year.  Monterrey may well have the best starting rotation in the North in 2011, and their daily batting order 
has few weaknesses.  A strong year from Karim Garcia could be the difference to an LMB Finals berth 
and an early exit from the playoffs. 
 
 

2011 MONTERREY SULTANES home schedule  
MAR 20 Puebla, 22-24 Laguna, 28-29*-31 Quintana Roo 
APR 1-3 Yucatan, 12-14 Oaxaca, 22-24 Reynosa, 26-28 Saltillo 
MAY 3-5 Campeche, 6-8 Tabasco, 13-15 Monclova, 24-26 Minatitlan 
JUN 3-5 Puebla, 10-12 Reynosa, 17-19 Mexico City, 28-30 Veracruz 
JUL 7-8 Mexico City, 9-10 Saltillo, 11-12 Laguna, 18-19 Puebla, 27-28 Monclova 
 *Game played in Phoenix, Arizona 
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MANAGER: Enrique “Che” Reyes 
COACHES: Miguel Flores, Arturo Gonzalez, Sid Monge,  Leo Rodriguez Jr. 
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OAXACA GUERREROS  
M. Bravo 417, Col. Centro 

Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico C.P. 68000 
PHONE: (951) 515-5522 

FAX: (951) 515-4966 
EMAIL:  guerreros@infosel.net.mx 

WEBSITE: www.guerrerosdeoaxaca.com.mx 
PRESIDENT: Vicente Perez Avello Villa 

GENERAL MANAGER: Guillermo Rodriguez Velazquez 
FIELD MANAGER: Marco Antonio Vazquez 
BALLPARK: Estadio Eduardo Vasconcelos 

CAPACITY: 7,200 
2010 RECORD: 60-45 

 
 It isn’t easy being a ballplayer in Oaxaca.  The city itself is more than nice enough to call home for 
a season, but the Guerreros hovercame nearly having to move or disband (a workers strike threatened to 
close Oaxaca’s ballpark during the season) to finish 15 games over .500 and give a good showing in the 
playoffs before losing to Puebla in the LMB South finals.  Then they lost their manager in the offseason.  
Marco Antonio Vazquez replaces Eddie Diaz as manager (Diaz will scout full-time for Tampa Bay in 2011) 
and takes over a decent team, including an offense that hit .313 with little power and a pitching staff that 
tossed seven shutouts but allowed too many runners. Lots of skippers have started with less. 
 
 Guerreros RF Christian Quintero (.317/12/77) led with only a dozen dingers but five players had 
22 or more doubles. C Erick Rodriguez (.327/10/61) may be the Liga’s best backstop, underrated 2B 
Jamie Brena (.345) has hit .330 or better five of the last six years and veteran 3B Sergio Gastelum 
(.302/3/64) comes from Laguna to solidify the infield.  1B Kevin Barker (.291/12/48 for Veracruz in 2010) 
can reach the fences but Oaxaca won’t hit many homers.  Instead, they’ll chip away at pitchers. 
 
 Oaxaca’s pitching is not their strength.  Rodolfo Gonzalez (10-6/4.89), Rolando Valdez (10-
4/5.87) and Sergio Velazquez (9-4/4.41) combined for 29 wins but had a collective ERA between them of 
5.02.  Sort of says it all right there and now Gonzalez is gone. The addition of former Caribbean Series 
MVP Francisco Butto will strengthen the bullpen and get his share of saves if he’s handed a late lead. 
 
 The Guerreros will qualify for the playoffs on the basis of their hitting, but likely fall just shy of 
reaching the LMB Finals because of their lack of pitching. 
 

2011 OAXACA GUERREROS home schedule  
MAR 20 Veracruz, 22-24 Campeche, 29-31 Minatitlan 
APR 9-10 Puebla, 15-17 Reynosa, 22-24 Yucatan 
MAY 2-4 Mexico City, 6-8 Saltillo, 13-15 Tabasco, 20-22 Veracruz, 30-Jun 1 Monterrey 
JUN 7-9 Quintana Roo, 14-16 Laguna, 17-19 Monclova, 29-30 Puebla 
JUL 7-9 Tabasco, 9-10 Campeche, 14-15 Minatitlan, 16-17 Yucatan, 18-19 Quintana Roo, 25-26 
       Veracruz 
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OAXACA GUERREROS 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER:  Marco Antonio Vazquez 
COACHES: Hector Alvarez, Octavio Alvarez, Eleazar M ora 
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PUEBLA PERICOS  
Calz. Ignacio Zaragosa #666, Col. Maravillas 

Puebla, Puebla, Mexico C.P. 72220 
PHONE: (222) 222-2116/(222) 222-2117 

EMAIL: rrobles@pericosdepuebla.com.mx 
WEBSITE: www.pericosdepuebla.com.mx 

PRESIDENT: Rafael Moreno Valle Sanchez 
GENERAL MANAGER: Edgar Ramirez Salazar 
FIELD MANAGER: Alfonso “Houston” Jimenez 

BALLPARK: Parque Hermanos Serdan 
CAPACITY: 12,112 

2010 RECORD: 66-39 
 
 One of the changes brought about by the layoffs for the Nuevo Laredo and Chihuahua franchises 
in the Liga this year is the shift of LMB South champion Puebla to the tougher LMB North, where the 
Pericos will have to compete against Mexico City, Monterrey and defending champion Saltillo just to 
return to the League Championship Series.  And they’ll have to do it without Willis Otanez. 
 
 The reigning Liga batting champion took his .393 average to Reynosa, his seventh LMB team 
since 2001.  Otanez will be missed, but Puebla skipper Houston Jimenez’ cupboard hasn’t been left bare.  
Returning will be Luis Suarez (.361/8/63), Rene Reyes (.336/16/84) and Omar de la Torre (.338/12/72), 
forming one of the Liga’s best outfields and DH Serafin Rodriguez (.361/6/38) adds pop.  The infield is not 
nearly as strong offensively while 3B Miguel Terrero and SS Ivan Cervantes combined for 32 errors. 
 
 Puebla’s pitching staff has three solid starters in Lorenzo Barcelo (11-5/3.65), Omar Espinoza 
(11-4/4.31) and Andres Meza (10-5/4.58), but the fourth and fifth slots in the rotation are unsettled.  
Closer Luis Ramirez (3-3/3.86) had 30 saves and Jose Cobos (6-4/3.18) is a useful setup man. 
 
 The Pericos should still be winners, but the road to the pennant is a harder one from the North 
than the South.  They’ll make the playoffs, but it’s hard to see Puebla making it to the Finals…there’s just 
too much competition. 
 
 

2011 PUEBLA PERICOS home schedule  
MAR 19 Monterrey, 22-24 Tabasco, 29-31 Veracruz 
APR 6-8 Oaxaca, 15-17 Monterrey, 22-24 Quintana Roo 
MAY 3-5 Saltillo, 6-8 Mexico City, 13-15 Campeche, 20-22, 23-24 Oaxaca, 31-Jun 2 Reynosa 
JUN 6-8 Yucatan, 14-16 Monclova, 17-19 Laguna 
JUL 2-3 Reynosa, 4-5 Monterrey, 11-12 Mexico City, 14-15 Saltillo, 21-22 Monclova, 23-24 
        Laguna  
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MANAGER: Alfonso “Houston” Jimenez 
COACHES: Javier Jimenez, Jorge Luis Loredo, Jesus M oreno, Eduardo Rivera 
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QUINTANA ROO TIGRES 
Parque Beto Avila, Av. Kabah 

Cancun, Quintana Roo, Mexico C.P. 77500 
PHONE: (998) 887-3108 

EMAIL: mvalenzuela@tigresqr.com 
WEBSITE: www.tigresqr.com 

PRESIDENT: Cuauhtemoc Rodriguez Meza 
GENERAL MANAGER: Mario Valenzuela 

FIELD MANAGER: Matias Carrillo 
BALLPARK: Parque Beto Avila 

CAPACITY: 9,000 
2010 RECORD: 56-47 

 
 The Tigres had a good season in 2010, making the playoffs under manager Matias Carrillo and 
settling a bit in the front office after the Peralta family took the “For Sale” sign off the team.  Still it’ll be 
tough for the Cancun nine to repeat their on-field success without Bobby Cramer in Tigres togs. 
 
 Cramer (13-3/2.95) parlayed a summer with Quintana Roo as the LMB’s best pitcher into four 
starts and two wins for his MLB debut with Oakland in September.  Left behind were Arturo Barradas (8-
5/5.46), Pablo Ortega (2-6/8.24) and Juan Ramon Mares (2-5/4.77) among the starters.  Efficient closer 
Scott Chiasson (2-2/2.67/24 saves) is very good, but the overall quality of Tigres pitching drops in 2011 
without Cramer on the staff. 
 
 Quintana Roo hit .301 as a team last year despite some regulars having off-years.  OF brothers 
Albino (.329/6/44) and Sergio (.323/10/55) Contreras both had nice years, as did vet 2B Carlos Gastelum 
(.325/5/43), but UT Kevin Flores (.294), and 3Bs Jaime Trejo (.298) and Abel Martinez (.311/11/49) 
combined with Gastelum and departed SS Flavio Romero for 59 errors.  Obregon’s postseason hero C 
Iker Franco (.259/11/69) needs to rebound from a quiet 2010 in Cancun while IB Carlos Sievers (.285) 
needs to turn back the clock. 
 
 The Tigres should compete in the weaker LMB South and are a decent bet for the Finals, but the 
loss of Cramer makes any pennant dreams unlikely to be fulfilled. 
 
 

2011 QUINTANA ROO TIGRES home schedule  
MAR 20 Mexico City, 21-23 Saltillo, 25-27 Mexico City 
APR 5-7 Laguna, 8-10 Monclova, 15-17 Campeche, 19-21 Oaxaca, 29-May 1 Yucatan  
MAY 6-8 Veracruz, 16-18 Monterrey, 20-22 Reynosa, 31-Jun 2 Tabasco 
JUN 10-12 Puebla, 17-19 Yucatan, 21-23 Minatitlan 
JUL 4-5 Oaxaca, 7-8 Minatitlan, 9-10 Veracruz, 14-15 Tabasco, 25-26 Campeche 
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QUINTANA ROO TIGRES 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER: Matias Carrillo 
COACHES: Martin Arzate, Francisco Chavez, Santos He rnandez, Luis Huerta, Roberto Vizcarra  
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REYNOSA BRONCOS 
Blvd. Miguel Hidalgo s/n esq. Calle 1A 

Col. Adolfo Lopez Mateos 
Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico 

PHONE: (899) 925-0280/(899) 925-0208 
EMAIL: not available 

WEBSITE: www.reynosabroncos.com 
PRESIDENT: Eliud Villareal Garza 

GENERAL MANAGER: Ramon Esquer 
FIELD MANAGER: Homar Rojas 

BALLPARK: Estadio Adolfo Lopez Mateos 
CAPACITY: 10,000 

2010 RECORD: 56-51 
 
 The Broncos are one of those teams that look like contenders on paper until you peek at who 
other teams have.  Reynosa might be a contender in the LMB South, but they’ll scramble to even make 
the playoffs even though they’ve got a good everyday lineup and a respected manager in Homar Rojas. 
 
 Reynosa’s big offseason pickup was LMB batting king Willis Otanez (.393/12/76), who makes the 
border city his seventh LMP stop in 12 years.  Wherever Otanez has gone, he’s hit, and he’ll DH for a 
team with productive hitters like IF Yurendell de Caster (.339/15/66), 1B Jesse Gutierrez (.326/21/84), 
newcomer Eduardo Arredondo (.356 for Mexico City) and 3B Marshall McDougall, who went .286/20/86 
for Reynosa in 2009 before spending last year in Taiwan.  This is a stronger batting order than Otanez left 
in Puebla. 
 
 The Broncos pitchers were collectively unimpressive in 2010 but finished fifth in the LMB with a 
4.66 team ERA, so they weren’t bad, either.  Marco Tovar (8-4/3.24) became Reynosa’s most reliable 
starter last year, Alan Guerrero (4-4/3.38/16) is a sometimes dominant closer plus there’s hope that Azael 
Alvarez (5-4/3.36) and Alberto Manrique (4-13/7.47) can fill the back end of the starting rotation, but 
Reynosa pitchers may have to do it with mirrors in 2011. 
 
 Rojas has done some good managerial work in the past, but these Broncos don’t have the 
horses. 
 
 

2011 REYNOSA BRONCOS home schedule  
MAR 20 Laguna, 22-24 Monclova, 29-31 Yucatan 
APR 1-3 Quintana Roo, 12-14 Puebla, 18-20 Monterrey, 26-28 Mexico City 
MAY 3-5 Tabasco, 6-8 Campeche, 13-15 Laguna, 24-26 Veracruz 
JUN 3-5 Oaxaca, 7-9 Monterrey, 17-19 Saltillo, 28-20 Minatitlan 
JUL 12-13 Monclova, 16-17 Puebla, 21-22 Mexico City, 23-24 Saltillo, 27-28 Laguna 
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MANAGER: Homar Rojas 
COACHES: Juan Chavez, Porfirio Mendoza, Juan Trevin o, Armando Valdez  
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SALTILLO SARAPEROS  
Blvd. Nazario S. Ortiz Garza s/n Col. Ciudad Deport iva 

Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico  C.P. 25280 
PHONE: (844) 416-9455/(844) 416-9755/(844) 439-1330 

EMAIL: aley@grupoley.com 
WEBSITE: www.saraperos.com.mx 

PRESIDENT: Alvaro Ley Lopez 
GENERAL MANAGER: Eduardo Valenzuela Guajardo 

FIELD MANAGER: Orlando Sanchez 
BALLPARK:  Estadio Francisco I. Madero 

CAPACITY:   16,000 
2010 RECORD: 55-49 

 
 The Saraperos had to hold off Reynosa for the fourth and final LMB North playoff berth with the 
Liga’s seventh-best season record, but made the most of the postseason by winning their second 
consecutive pennant.  The road to another flag won’t be easier with the addition of Puebla in the North. 
 
 The Saraperos could be up to the challenge.  Saltillo’s batting order will include solid veterans like 
2B Jose Rodriguez (.333/12/64), DH/1B Refugio Cervantes (.291/20/90) and OFs Cristhian Presichi 
(.342/8/58), Jesus Cota (.332/12/47) and Willie Romero (.323/7/56).  Romero came to Saltillo in a 
midseason trade with Yucatan for 1B Sandy Madera and hit .358 for the Saraperos over 31 games.  
Saltillo manager Orlando Sanchez has a good batting order with a nice combination of power and speed, 
and all that playoff experience the past two pennant runs has a value all its own. 
 
 Sanchez could possibly worry about his pitching, however.  Although Danny Rodriguez (4-4/3.97) 
was the playoff MVP with five postseason wins (including a no-hitter) and ex-MLBer Jose Mercedes (0-
3/5.40) pitched a complete game in Saltillo’s pennant-clinching win over Puebla, this is still a staff with a 
5.15 ERA.  Longtime Liga pitcher Rafael Diaz (1-0/1.80 in eight appearances) may be called upon to 
close, as could vet Cecilio Garibaldi (5-7/5.06).  The mound is an area of concern for the Saraperos. 
 
 Saltillo may very well earn themselves a three-peat, but they’ll need to outhit their opponents to 
do it…they won’t likely win with their pitching. 
 
 

2011 SALTILLO SARAPEROS home schedule  
MAR 28-31 Monclova 
APR 5-7 Tabasco, 8-10 Campeche, 11-13 Mexico City, 22-24 Veracruz, 29-May 1 Reynosa 
MAY 9-11 Quintana Roo, 13-15 Yucatan, 20-22 Laguna, 31-Jun 2 Mexico City 
JUN 7-9 Minatitlan, 13-15 Monterrey, 21-23 Puebla, 24-26 Oaxaca, 28-30 Tabasco 
JUL 2-3 Laguna, 7-8 Reynosa, 16-17 Monclova, 21-22 Monterrey, 27-28 Puebla 
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MANAGER: Orlando Sanchez 
COACHES: Fernando Elizondo, Martin Enriquez, Julio Miranda, Marco Romero, Leo Valenzuela 
 
 
 
 



 39 

�������$!�
$�'"����/'$,��$0��'����(�-�($�1 �

�
�
� D"�
���(����
�#������"��#"���?��(������  ��>�����
 ��?"��� �(� ���
�##7����#� ��
�*���
�� �"� �����������������"��
�@��3�
��

��	���� A��' "��������
��(��"��#������(����"��
�>�3�
��

��?�#�
(��������#�����
����
�������������������������(�� � ����� 	��?��� (�

��������( �����
���
�
#� ���A��'"�������"�#� ����0��������	� ��(����@���� #��0� ��"����� #>����
������E'"��$�"��#��(�
������=>�E'"��������(�-���
��
�����=>�����E'"��,��� ��(��"��3� ���=�B����#�����
����������
�
��"����������"���� ���������"� ������(� �?"��"��" ������<#�	�#�	�

�������#��������(�� CA�

8�������	��3����#"���
���#�#>�3�
��

���#��"���
��# ����#�7���;��#��#���
����������� �"� ��
������A��-��������"��3����#"� �#���
��������������� �(��"�� �'
���
�����

��#������#��� ����
��� 	��0�

�������� �� ������
��0�����"��
��������� �����
���*�������((� �#��"���"���#��

�������"��
(�����(�
���
�"�#��
��������"��3����#"�� �#����A��- ���!�
>�3�
��

��?�#�������"��������
��(��"��
3������(����"��
���������
������"��� ���?"��"��#��� ?��"��+3�3������(�'���#�����
��"��'���#�D� �
�����"��(���������(��"��������������'���#�������A� �

4�#���#�#� 0�����#����"��
�<#�������
�����>�3�
��

 ���#��
#������.� ������ ���
�����
�� ���
�� �
������ A��'"� ��� ����� �������
�����>& &&� �#�����#�����"����� ���
������ ��>�?"��"�
(���� �#���
� ������	� ��(�	��
����#����#� �������( ����@�;��  ������
���#����A��$������"��
	���� ��
���#����0�#���� ���"��3�
��

�����"�� �
>� ���#��� ��������(��"����#��	�����(�
�	� �;���
	��
����#�����"������� �I��"��/��0��'
�����
���
�*� >��������3����#"���������0��'
���
�����
��
�� ������������;����#�
������	�"�����"��
���
��� 0� ��������
����B?"��"���#�
(�?�#�	��
�����
�!&!������#��"��#����(������	� ��(�"�#�� ����� �
#C I������"���� ����#�9
���#�������3�
��

�>���
� ���7������#��
��	��
�����?��"����7�
�##��������
# A�
'"��3� ��� �#�� �������(��"��	�#�7 ���( ���"�#�#��� ��"����������,�����>������

������"��"����
(� ���/� �"� ��F�������
�������������"��,����
���� #��������������A��3�
��

�<#�	�#�	�

��� @>�
�� ;���8 ����#���-A����� �>��#������(��"��,�4<#�	�� �� �0����#�?��"��
>&&&�#���#A��'"��
3� ��� �#�� ���"���?�7�������(���������������,����� ��"������#��(�� ���(�������H������������
����"���&&��(���
#��������	
������&�&A��3�
��

��?� #��
#�����#��� ����"����!&���������?���� >�
�
�"���"��"���#��#����������� 
��?��"����
��� #�#� �@�������"��(� ��������(����
��� 7 ���
������
�"��� �����#��?��#�"���
���(�� ��"��,�4���

����((� �"�� �#���(��"�� �#�"���
���"������ A�
 



 40 

 

TABASCO OLMECAS  
Ciudad Deportiva, Col. Atasta de Serra 

Villahermosa, Tabasco, Mexico C.P. 86100 
PHONE: (993) 352-2787 

FAX:  (993) 352-2788 
EMAIL:  olmecastab@prodigy.net.mex 

WEBSITE:  None 
PRESIDENT: Jose Enrique Priego Rovirosa 

GENERAL MANAGER: Raul Cano 
FIELD MANAGER:  Derek Bryant 

BALLPARK:  Parque Centenario de 27 Febrero 
CAPACITY: 10,500 

2010 RECORD: 46-60 
 
 The Olmecas are historically one of the Mexican League weak sisters, and 2010 was another 
object lesson in “how.”  Tabasco finished 14 games under .500 with a revolving door of players coming in 
and out of Villahermosa (no less than 68 different men suited up for the Olmecas last year), three men 
managed the team and just 105,379 fans found their way to the ballpark for home games. 
 
 New manager Derek Bryant inherits this mess.  He’s a proven Liga manager and is not entirely 
without talented players.  1B Michel Abreu (.292/17/71) was the only player to hit more than six homers, 
OF Tike Redman (.355/4/41) did well and veteran 1B Ramon Orantes (.326/11/81) was a nice pickup 
from Chihuahua in the dispersal draft.  IF Henry Mateo (.338 with 21 steals for Laguna and Mexico City) 
is hoping for stability in Tabasco after a weird 2010 season, but the Olmecas lineup isn’t frightening. 
 
 Of those 68 players last year, 39 were hurlers who combined for a 5.16 ERA.  Only William 
Vizcarra (9-3/4.63) had more than five wins and Francisco Villegas (2-1/2.98/24 saves) was an effective 
closer, but the well starts running dry.  Juan Pena (5-5/3.83) and Jorge Ibarra (7-8/7.68 for Laguna last 
year) will battle for the number two starter’s job.  Jose Silva (6-9/4.60 for Chihuahua in 2010) had a great 
winter for Culiacan and will likely be the Olmecas closer, which may kind of like being first mate on the 
Titanic: Someone has to do it. 
 
 Under a good skipper like Bryant, the Olmecas WILL show up for games…but that’s about as 
good as it’ll get.  This is a franchise that could use a break and has never really gotten one. 
 
 

2011 TABASCO OLMECAS home schedule  
MAR 19 Minatitlan, 25-27 Oaxaca 
APR 1-3 Campeche, 8-10 Mexico City, 12-14 Quintana Roo, 19-21 Monclova, 22-24 Laguna,  
        29-May 1 Minatitlan 
MAY 10-12 Puebla, 17-19 Campeche 
JUN 4-5 Yucatan, 14-16 Veracruz, 21-23 Reynosa, 24-26 Monterrey, 28-30 Saltillo 
JUL 5-6 Veracruz, 12-13 Yucatan, 17-18 Minatitlan, 21-22 Oaxaca, 27-28 Quintana Roo 
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MANAGER: Derek Bryant 
COACHES: Jose Bojorquez, Mercedes Esquer, Juan Jose  Robles, Vicente Romo  

�



 42 

�����'�(,$��!���#��.$�/'$,��$0��'����,�.��1 �

�
�
)�

�"� ��#�>�'�	�#��>��#�"�����(��"���
����#A��'�	 �#���?�#�
� ��
������ ����� �����"��

������<#��� 	�
����"�#�� ���0� ��"������� ��#>�	��� �"����0�
��������(���
�� �

����?��"����"����#��
����� ���"�������

��"������� �#�
��������"��� �?�" ��(��"��#�����������
��(�)�

�"� ��#��B?"��"�
����#�E	�����(�
���?�=CA���

����� ��#����>�'�	�#���?�#��"������� ��(��"���
���� ��
�� �>�?"��"��#����#��� ���	��
������ �"��
���#�#��#��"�����"� ���
�� ���(���#����  ���A��:� �������� ��#�
����������"��
����"��(��"������� �.�
0����������������#�
�����;��  ����"������0�������#>�	���(����� �������
�� ���#��� ����((���
��������
�?��"�������0�����
�� �����?"����#���?�)�

�"� ��#�A���

'"��'�	�#��� ������?�#�(�� 
��������"����� �����"�� ��
����
��� ����	����#���"��
3����� �#�(�������"��#�����>���#���7 ������.���
��� 
������
�##��"���"�#����	
�>�����'�	�#���
?�#�
� ��
��	���##����� ����(� �� �� �#�������� (� ���1��*<�����#� ��
�*�������((� �#�����"��
����
�!&&<#������� 
����&&<#A����
�?�#���#��0� �������"� ���%&<#>�	���?�#�<��(�

�����
����������
��"��
���&<#A��'"����
�	����"�#�
������� �������#�� �?�"� ���'�	�#�������)�

�"� ��#�>�?"��"��#���?�
����� ���
�#��(��0� ��&&>&&&� �#�����#A���

D"�
������?��
��	��"� �7� �##��������

�)�

�"� ��# ����E	�����(�
���?�=������
��� �
�
#��#�>�����#�����?��"������#��"� �#A��'"����� 	���
 ����#�����(�,��)�����?�#���#��0� ���	����
�
� �

� #���� #����������#���?�������
� ��� @�?��"�� �*��A��-���"���������#�
(>��"����� �##�0���-����
����
������
���#�������� ��"�

>��"���� >���#���>� �#�� �"�
�	 � �������� �#��� ���A��'"��
�� 
�#���

��� ��������
�Q�$��" ���
�����
���#����" �#�(�� �
�0�
#>������#�����
� �?��"�0�#��� #A��

)�

�"� ��#���#�"��������"��'�	�#����
����#�	�#�	�
 
��
�	>��������(�� ��"��� �����
�
��"�	�����#��(��"�� �����A��'"���
����#��
����"�� � "��������#������ ;���������� ���������
8�	 � �>�?"��"�#���#��&>�&&�(��#A��'"���
����#�"�0� �	���������(��"��,���<#���#��
��@
�##�
( ���"�#�#�#������"�� ������������������>��
�"���"� �"�������?�������������,�����������������
���%����� ������� ������/�0�  ����B�����(��"��	�#�� #������	�#��������,����"�#�� �CA��3�
���
���
��8�������	� �1� �@�4 �������@�#��0� ��#�#@����  �����&����(�� ��"�������(���#"���?��"���

�7�&� ��� ��
�#����� A�



 43 

 

 
 

VERACRUZ AGUILAS  
Av. Jacarandas No. 224 esq. Espana, Fraccionamiento  Virginia 

Boca del Rio, Veracruz, Mexico  94294 
PHONE: (229) 984-6882 

EMAIL:  raguilas@ver.megared.net.mx 
WEBSITE:  www.aguiladeveracruz.com 
PRESIDENT: Jean Paul Mansur Beltran 

GENERAL MANAGER:  Grimaldo Martinez Gonzalez 
FIELD MANAGER:  Daniel Fernandez 

BALLPARK:  Estadio Universitario Beto Avila 
CAPACITY: 7,782 

2010 RECORD: 39-66 
 
 The Aguilas were an all-or-nothing team in 2010:  Their 107 homers tied for second in homers, 
but they also were third in strikeouts with 619 and last in hitting at .262.  New manager Daniel Fernandez 
takes over a last-place team that plays in one of Mexico’s most historic cities (and a place where people 
love a good time), but Veracruz fans are not likely to see their first LMB championship since 1970. 
 
 Defending Liga homer champ Victor Diaz (.298/29/96) and fellow OF Jorge Guzman (.238/22/65) 
will supply most of the power, and offseason dispersal draftee 1B Francisco Mendez (.338/19/88 in 
Chihuahua) can hit them out. Early season trade acquisition OF Daniel Fornes (.264/12/56 for Laguna in 
2010) can hit for extra bases, if not average.  2B Jose Chavez (.273/11/35) and 3B Jesus Castillo 
(.293/5/31) have some pop, but this is a lineup that can be pitched around. 
  
 Fernandez has an unreliable everyday lineup, which won’t be much help with the pitching staff he 
inherited from Tatis.  Joel Vargas (8-5/3.66) was a decent top-of-the-rotation guy who didn’t give up many 
walks (33 in 120.1 innings) and Rafael Cruz (4-0/1.69) was simply outstanding in just five starts, but the 
two midseason All-Stars had little behind them as Veracruz pitchers turned in a 5.49 ERA.  Hector 
Navarro (1-3/3.52) had 15 saves after earning 27 in 2009, and will close again for the Aguilas. 
 
 Not having enough hitting to overcome their lackluster pitching likely means only an outside shot 
at a playoff appearance for Veracruz…but the people there will be sure to have a good time regardless. 
 
 

2011 VERACRUZ AGUILAS home schedule  
MAR 19 Oaxaca, 25-27 Minatitlan 
APR 1-3 Oaxaca, 5-7 Reynosa, 8-10 Monterrey, 19-21 Mexico City, 26-28 Tabasco 
MAY 3-5 Yucatan, 13-15 Minatitlan, 17-19 Puebla, 31-Jun 2 Monclova 
JUN 3-5 Laguna, 10-12 Saltillo, 17-19 Campeche, 24-26 Quintana Roo 
JUL 2-3 Campeche, 12-13 Oaxaca, 19-20 Tabasco, 21-22 Yucatan, 25-26 Oaxaca 
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MANAGER: Daniel Fernandez 
COACHES: Bernardo Calvo, Francisco Candelario,  Enr ique Couoh, Manny Francois,  
                    Juan Carlos Hernandez, Jose Lav agnino, Leonardo Perez, Juan Tejeda 
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YUCATAN LEONES  
Unidad Deportiva Kukulcan, Circuito Colonias, Col. Morelos 

Merida, Yucatan, Mexico 97000 
PHONE: (999) 926-3022 

EMAIL:  leonesy@sureste.com 
WEBSITE:  www.leonesdeyucatan.com.mx 

PRESIDENT: Gustavo Ricalde Puerto 
GENERAL MANAGER:  Wilbert Valle Acevedo 

FIELD MANAGER: Lino Rivera 
BALLPARK:  Estadio Kukulcan 

CAPACITY:  16,000 
2010 RECORD: 54-50 

 
 A capricious ruling by the Liga office handed the Leones the fourth and final LMB South playoff 
berth in 2010 despite fewer points than second-half champion Campeche, but Yucatan should get 
another postseason berth this year the old-fashioned way:  By earning it. 
 
 Not that the perennial contenders were chopped liver last year.  1B Sandy Madera (.383/18/70) 
hit 10 bombs in 33 games after being traded to Yucatan by Saltillo and gives the Leones a legit power 
threat.  OF Hiram Bocachica (.293/6/30 with Mexico City and Reynosa last year), C Said Gutierrez 
(.278/13/55), 2B Oswaldo Morejon (.303/5/48) and 1B Fernando Valenzuela, Jr. (.308/6/49) are all useful 
hitters, but Yucatan teams historically are built on defense and pitching, and 2011 should be no different 
under manager Lino Rivera. 
 
 While the Leones had an uncharacteristically charitable 4.98 ERA, they still have four-time All-
Star lefty Oscar Rivera (7-5/3.48) atop the rotation and righty Wilton Chavez (9-5/5.12) should pitch better 
than he did last year.  If these guys have good seasons and closer Jose Vargas (128 saves the past five 
years) pitches to his ability, the Leones should improve on last season’s performance. 
 
 Yucatan should make the LMB South playoffs (along with Quintana Roo, Oaxaca and either 
Campeche or Veracruz) and could make a run at the Finals, but it’ll be tough for any team in the South to 
win the pennant this season. 
 
 

2011 YUCATAN LEONES home schedule  
MAR 19 Campeche, 21-23 Mexico City, 25-27 Saltillo 
APR 4-6 Monclova, 8-10 Laguna, 15-17 Tabasco, 19-21 Puebla, 25-27 Quintana Roo 
MAY 17-19 Reynosa, 20-22 Monterrey, 21-Jun 2 Campeche 
JUN 10-12 Oaxaca, 13-15 Quintana Roo, 21-22 Veracruz, 24-26 Minatitlan 
JUL 2-3 Oaxaca, 7-8 Veracruz, 9-10 Minatitlan, 14-15 Campeche, 25-26 Tabasco 
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YUCATAN LEONES 2011 Roster 
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MANAGER: Lino Rivera 
COACHES: Leonardo Acosta, Antonio Aguilera, Raul Or tega, Roberto Perez 
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MEXICAN LEAGUE 2010 SEASON IN REVIEW 
 
 The Saltillo Saraperos were on the brink of playoff elimination in the first round 
before mounting a furious comeback and winning 11 of their next 14 games to cop their 
second consecutive Mexican League pennant in 2010. 
 
 The Sarape Makers trailed Mexico City, 3 games to 1, before reeling off three 
straight victories (including two on the road) to win that series.  Saltillo then dispatched 
Monterrey in six games and Puebla in five to complete the repeat, ending the season 
with a resounding 21-2 win over the Parrots on August 16 as Refugio “Cuco” Cervantes 
clubbed two homers to support a solid complete-game effort from former major league 
pitcher José Mercedes.  Mercedes registered 90 strikes out of 120 pitches while walking 
no Puebla batters. 

 
Pitcher Danny Rodriguez was named Playoff MVP after going 5-0 with a 0.66 

ERA for Saltillo, which was also fueled by Cervantes’ nine postseason homers in just 18 
contests for manager Orlando Sanchez’ club. 
  

Puebla reached the finals despite losing batting champion Willis Otañez for their 
first two series due to a foot injury.  Sub Valentin Gámez picked up the slack by batting 
.365 in Otañez’ place while Parrots pitcher Andrés Meza posted a 4-0 postseason 
record. 
 
 Saltillo barely qualified for the playoffs after a tepid second half landed them in a 
three-way tie with Chihuahua and Reynosa for the final two playoff berths in the 
northern Madera Zone point chase.  All three teams ended with 12 points apiece (points 
in the Mexican League are based on a team’s finish in the standings for each half of the 
regular season), but Reynosa was eliminated because their 56-51 overall record was 
the worst of the three teams. 
 
 In the first half, Monterrey’s 32-21 record held off Saltillo (30-23) and both Mexico 
City and Reynosa (29-24) for first place and the eight accompanying points.  Monterrey 
and Saltillo each had indifferent second halves as Mexico City (35-16) beat out 
surprising Monclova (33-19) for first.  Mexico City dominated the Liga offensively, 
winning the Triple Crown of team batting by hitting .322 with 110 homers and 617 RBIs. 
 
 Puebla got off to a tremendous start in the southern Hidalgo Zone, winning the 
first half crown by 7.5 games with a 37-14 mark.  The Parrots cooled off to finish four 
games over .500 in the second half, but their 66-39 season record was the best in 
Mexico.  Oaxaca turned in a 60-45 ledger in 2010, finishing second both halves and 
ending up with 14 points (just behind Puebla’s 14.5).  Then things got interesting. 
 
 
 
 



 50 

 Campeche was just 21-32 in the first half, but turned things around with a 31-18 
mark to win the Hidalgo Zone’s second half title and finish tied for third in points with 
Quintana Roo at 12.5 each.  The league office gave Quintana Roo the third playoff seed 
due to their superior record but also awarded Yucatan the fourth berth over Campeche 
despite just 11.5 points on the season for the Lions. 
 
 Puebla’s Otañez was named the season MVP after the former Toronto and 
Baltimore infielder led the circuit with a .393 average while belting 12 homers and 
driving in 76 runs despite missing the final two weeks of the regular season with his foot 
injury.  Otanez held off Sandy Madera for the batting crown.  Madera, who led the winter 
Mexican Pacific League with a .413 average for Los Mochis in 2009-10, batted .383 and 
cracked 18 homers for Saltillo and Yucatan (to whom Madera was dealt in a midseason 
trade for outfielder Willie Romero). 
 
 Other notable Mexican League batsmen included Veracruz outfielder Victor Diaz, 
who led the loop with 29 homers and 96 RBIs, and former big league outfielder Ruben 
Rivera, who hit .366 with 21 homers and 16 stolen bases for Campeche. 
 
 Longtime minor leaguer Bobby Cramer was named Pitcher of the Year for his 
monster season with Quintana Roo, topping the league in six categories while going 13-
3 with a 2.95 ERA and 123 strikeouts.  Ex-MLB pitcher Mac Suzuki won the ERA title 
with a 2.89 mark during a 9-4 season for Chihuahua, and Puebla’s Luis Ramirez was 
Reliever of the Year after leading the circuit with 30 saves.  Campeche’s Héctor 
Velázquez was named Rookie of the Year after turning in a 6-4 record and finishing 
second to Suzuki with a 2.93 ERA. 
 
 Puebla skipper Alfonso “Houston” Jiménez was voted Manager of the Year. 
 

MAS ENTRADAS:  Mexican League attendance dropped 12 percent in 2010 as 
2,714,955 fans watched 788 regular season games for an average of 3,445 per opening.  
Monterrey led the league at 356,755, while Nuevo Laredo was last at 65,597…Despite some 
concerns about drug cartel violence at Mexican ballparks, only one game was directly affected.  
Gunfire outside Reynosa’s ballpark on July 11 during a Broncos-Monterrey game caused both 
teams and 1,638 fans to instinctively duck or find cover.  The game was suspended and later 
completed in Monterrey…Oaxaca’s Eduardo Vasconcelos Stadium was shut down for different 
reasons last April.  A labor dispute between workers and the university that controls the 7,200-
seat ballpark led to the shift of a Warriors home series to Veracruz and a possible midseason 
move of the team.  The dispute was resolved with no further loss of home games…Mexico City 
will be getting a new ballpark.  The Red Devils have spent the past 11 seasons at Foro Sol, 
which seats 26,000 for baseball but was originally built for concerts and other events and has 
not been a good fit for the team.  Ground was expected to be broken for the new facility in 
September 2010…After two seasons of restricting teams to games against clubs within their 
own divisions to reduce travel expenses, the Mexican League may return to limited inter-zonal 
play in 2011.  League president Plinio Escalante says such a move would come “because the 
fans demand it”…Minatitlán pitcher Isidro Márquez broke Ramón Arano’s league record for 
games pitched by appearing in his 812th game on June 5.  The 45-year-old Marquez went on to 
lead all pitchers with 64 appearances, earning 17 saves. 

 
PART OF THIS STORY WAS PUBLISHED IN BASEBALL AMERIC A’S 2011 ALMANAC 
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MEXICAN LEAGUE 2010 Standings  
 
First Half Standings  
 
ZONA MADERO     W   L           PCT.   GB       HOME   AWAY PT S 
Monterrey SULTANES ………………………………………… 32 21 .604    --- 17-11 15-10 8.0 
Saltillo SARAPEROS ………………………………………...... 30 23 .566   2.0 16-9 14-14 7.0 
Mexico City DIABLOS ROJOS ……………………………….  29 24 .547   3.0 18-10 11-14 6.5 
Reynosa BRONCOS …………………………………………... 29 24 .547   3.0 14-11 15-13 6.0   
Chihuahua DORADOS ………………………………………...  28 25 .528   4.0 18-10 10-15 5.5 
Laguna VAQUEROS …………………………………………… 25 28 .472   7.0 15-10 10-18 5.0 
Monclova ACEREROS ………………………………………… 20 33 .377 12.0 12-13   8-20 4.5 
Nuevo Laredo TECOLOTES ………………………………….. 19 34 .358 13.0 12-16   7-18 4.0 
ZONA HIDALGO  
Puebla PERICOS ………………………………………………. 37 14 .725   --- 22-6 15-8 8.0 
Oaxaca GUERREROS …………………………………………. 30 22 .577   7.5 17-10 13-12 7.0 
Quintana Roo TIGRES ………………………………………...  29 22 .569   8.0 16-7 13-15 6.5 
Yucatan LEONES ………………………………………………. 28 25 .528 10.0 18-7 10-18 6.0 
Veracruz AGUILAS …………………………………………….. 24 29 .453 14.0 14-11 10-18 5.5 
Tabasco OLMECAS ……………………………………………. 22 31 .415 16.0 15-13   7-18 5.0 
Campeche PIRATAS …………………………………………... 21 32 .396 17.0 11-17 10-15 4.5 
Minatitlan PETROLEROS ……………………………………... 18 34 .346 19.5   9-16   9-18 4.0 
 
Second Half Standings  
 
ZONA MADERO     W   L           PCT.   GB       HOME   AWAY PT S 
Mexico City DIABLOS ROJOS ………………………………. 35 16 .686    --- 18-6 17-10 8.0 
Monclova ACEREROS ………………………………………... 33 19 .635   2.5 20-8 13-11 7.0 
Chihuahua DORADOS ………………………………………… 31  23 .574   5.5 15-9 16-14 6.5 
Reynosa BRONCOS …………………………………………… 27 27 .500   9.5 18-12   9-15 6.0 
Monterrey SULTANES ………………………………………… 26 27 .491 10.0 15-12 11-15 5.5 
Saltillo SARAPEROS ………………………………………….. 25 26 .490 10.0 14-12 11-14 5.0 
Laguna VAQUEROS …………………………………………… 20 34 .370 16.5 11-16   9-18 4.5 
Nuevo Laredo TECOLOTES ………………………………….. 13  38 .255 22.0   7-17   6-21 4.0 
ZONA HIDALGO  
Campeche PIRATAS …………………………………………... 31 18 .633    --- 14-7 17-11 8.0 
Oaxaca GUERREROS …………………………………………. 30 23 .566   3.0 14-10 16-13 7.0 
Puebla PERICOS ……………………………………………….. 29 25 .537     4.5 17-10 12-15 6.5 
Quintana Roo TIGRES ………………………………………… 27 25 .519   5.5 17-11 10-14 6.0 
Yucatan LEONES ………………………………………………. 26 25 .510   6.0 16-10 10-15 5.5 
Minatitlan PETROLEROS …………………………………….. 26 26  .500   6.5 19-10   7-16 5.0 
Tabasco OLMECAS ……………………………………………. 24 29 .453   9.0 12-15 12-14 4.5 
Veracruz AGUILAS …………………………………………….. 15 37 .288  17.5 11-15   4-22 4.0 
 
Composite Standings  
 
ZONA MADERO     W   L           PCT.  GB         HOME   AWAY P TS 
Mexico City DIABLOS ROJOS ………………………………. 64 40 .615  --- 36-16 28-24 14.5 
Monterrey SULTANES ………………………………………… 58 48 .547   7.0 32-23 26-25 13.5 
Chihuahua DORADOS ………………………………………… 59 48 .551   6.5 33-19 26-29 12.0 
Saltillo SARAPEROS ………………………………………….. 55 49 .529   9.0 30-21 25-28 12.0 
Reynosa BRONCOS …………………………………………… 56 51 .523   9.5 32-23 24-28 12.0 
Monclova ACEREROS ………………………………………… 53 52 .505 11.5 32-21 21.31 11.5 
Laguna VAQUEROS …………………………………………… 45 62 .421 20.5 26-26 19-36   9.5 
Nuevo Laredo TECOLOTES ………………………………….. 32 72 .308 32.0 19-33 13-39   8.0 
ZONA HIDALGO  
Puebla PERICOS ……………………………………………….. 66 39 .629   --- 39-16 27-23 14.5 
Oaxaca GUERREROS …………………………………………. 60 45 .571   6.0 31-20 29-25 14.0 
Quintana Roo TIGRES ………………………………………… 56 47 .544   9.0 33-18 23-29 12.5 
Campeche PIRATAS …………………………………………... 52 50 .510 12.5 25-24 27-26 12.5 
Yucatan LEONES ………………………………………………. 54 50 .519 11.5 34-17 20-33 11.5 
Tabasco OLMECAS ……………………………………………. 46 60 .434 20.5 27-28 19-32   9.5 
Veracruz AGUILAS …………………………………………….. 39 66 .371 27.0 25-26 14-40   9.5 
Minatitlan PETROLEROS ……………………………………... 44 60 .423 21.5 28-26 16-34   9.0 
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MEXICAN LEAGUE 2010 Statistical Leaders  
 
BATTING AVERAGE       WINS 
Willis Otanez, PUE  .393    Bobby Cramer, TIG  13 
Sandy Madera, SAL-YUC  .383    Esteban Yan, MEX  12 
Carlos Rivera, MIN  .373    Javier Martinez, MEX  11 
Ivan Terrazas, MEX  .368    Esteban Hernandez, SAL  11 
Japhet Amador, MEX  .366    Lorenzo Barcelo, PUE  11 
        Omar Espinoza, PUE  11 
 
HOME RUNS       EARNED-RUN AVERAGE  
Victor Diaz, VER   29    Mac Suzuki, CHI   2.89 
Jorge Guzman, VER  21    Hector Velazquez, CAM  2.93 
Ruben Rivera, CAM  21    Bobby Cramer, TIG  2.95 
Luis Alfonso Garcia, MTY  21    Marco Tovar, REY  3.24 
Jesse Gutierrez, REY  21    Javier Martinez, MEX  3.31 
 
RUNS BATTED IN      STRIKEOUTS 
Victor Diaz, VER   96    Bobby Cramer, TIG  123 
Refugio Cervantes, SAL  90    Sergio Valenzuela, OAX    94 
Francisco Mendez, CHI  88    Mac Suzuki, CHI     88 
Emmanuel Valdez, LAG  88    Nerio Rodriguez, MVA    88 
Luis Alfonso Garcia, MTY  86    Roberto Ramirez, MEX    88 
 
STOLEN BASES        SAVES 
Alexis Gomez, LAG  37    Luis Ramirez, PUE  30 
Henry Mateo, LAG-MEX  21    Jose Silva, CHI   26 
Chris Roberson, MTY  21    Scott Chiasson, TIG  24 
Ivan Araujo, LAG   20    Yoel Hernandez, OAX  24 
Daniel Hinojosa, MTY  20    Francisco Villegas, TAB  24 
 
RUNS SCORED       COMPLETE GAMES 
Oscar Robles, MEX  95    Bobby Cramer, TIG  5 
Sandy Madera, SAL-YUC  86    Mac Suzuki, CHI   3 
Victor Mercedes, OAX  83    Alejandro Armenta, CAM  3 
Omar Mendoza, CHI  82    Juan Pena, TAB   3 
Francisco Mendez, CHI  82    Travis Minix, SAL   2 
        Alfredo Garcia, MVA  2 
 
HITS        SHUTOUTS 
Sandy Madera, SAL-YUC  146    Bobby Cramer, TIG  3 
Victor Mercedes, OAX  143    15 pitchers   1 
Jose Rodriguez, SAL  141 
Jesse Gutierrez, REY  137 
Carlos Rivera, MIN  137 
 
ON-BASE PERCENTAGE       INNINGS PITCHED 
Francisco Mendez, CHI  .485    Lorenzo Barcelo, PUE  135.2 
D’Angelo Jimemez, YUC  .471    Mac Suzuki, CHI   131.0 
Willis Otanez, PUE  .470    Sergio Valenzuela, OAX  128.2 
Emmanuel Valdez, LAG  .460    Bobby Cramer, TIG  128.0 
Ruben Rivera, CAM  .456    Jasiel Acosta, MVA  126.0 
 
SLUGGING PERCENTAGE     WALKS+HITS PER INNING (WHIP)  
Sandy Madera, SAL-YUC  .630    Bobby Cramer, TIG  1.12 
Japhet Amador, MEX  .615    Esteban Yan, MEX  1.22 
Ruben Rivera, CAM  .610    Francisco Cordova, TIG  1.30 
Mario Valenzuela, MEX  .609    William Vizcarra, TAB  1.30 
Victor Diaz, VER   .592    Rosman Garcia, LAR  1.30 
        Nerio Rodriguez, MVA  1.30 
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MEXICAN LEAGUE 2010 Playoff Results  
 
DIVISION SEMIFINALS 
NORTH: MONTERREY defeated CHIHUAHUA, 4 games to 1 
TUE, July 20 Monterrey 6, CHIHUAHUA 3 (Sultanes starter Edgar Gonzalez pitched 6 innings of 1-run ball) 
WED, July 21 Monterrey 7, CHIHUAHUA 3 (Humberto Cota’s 2-run double keyed a 5-run 1st inning for Monterrey) 
FRI, July 23 Chihuahua 6, MONTERREY 4 (Chihuahua scored 5 runs in 1st inning to chase Sultanes starter Walter Silva) 
SAT, July 24 MONTERREY 5, Chihuahua 1 (Sergio Mora took a perfect game into the 5th, tossed 7 scoreless innings) 
SUN, July 25 MONTERREY 3, Chihuahua 0 (Edgar Gonzalez pitched 8 shutout innings in series clincher for Sultanes) 
 
NORTH: SALTILLO defeated MEXICO CITY, 4 games to 3 
TUE, July 20 Saltillo 11, MEXICO CITY 1 (Noe Munoz hit three doubles and drove in 3 runs for Saltillo) 
WED, July 21 MEXICO CITY 12, Saltillo 4 (Diablos’ Japhet Amador hit grand slam in 1st inning) 
FRI, July 23 Mexico City 7, SALTILLO 2 (Mexico City overcame 2-0 deficit with 5-run 8th inning) 
SAT, July 24 Mexico City 8, SALTILLO 6 (Ivan Terrazas went 5-for-5 with a homer for Diablos) 
SUN, July 25 SALTILLO 7, Mexico City 0 (Hector Daniel Rodriguez tossed a no-hitter to keep Saraperos alive in series) 
TUE, July 27 Saltillo 14, MEXICO CITY 13 (Saltillo whacked 3 homers, held off DIablos’ late rally for win) 
WED, July 28 Saltillo 11, MEXICO CITY 4 (Christian Presichi’s 3-run homer keyed 5-run seventh for Saltillo) 
 
SOUTH: PUEBLA defeated YUCATAN, 4 games to 2 
WED, July 21 PUEBLA 12, Yucatan 6 (Pericos’ Cesar Tapia was 3-for-4 with 4 RBIs, including 2-run double)  
THU, July 22 Yucatan 6, PUEBLA 5 (Leones’ Raul Sanchez scored game-winning run on Jose Cobos wild pitch in 8th) 
SAT, July 24 Puebla 3, YUCATAN 1 (Lorenzo Barcelo let in 1 run over 8 innings for Pericos in 106-degree heat) 
SUN, July 25 YUCATAN 4, Puebla 1(Oswaldo Morejon’s two-run homer in the 5th for the Leones broke a 1-1 deadlock) 
MON, July 26 Puebla 3, YUCATAN 2 (Pericos’ Andres Meza carried a shutout into the 6th inning for his second playoff win) 
THU, July 29 PUEBLA 4, Yucatan 3 (Puebla’s three-run seventh inning overcame 3-1 deficit in series decider) 
 
SOUTH: OAXACA defeated QUINTANA ROO, 4 games to 3 
WED, July 21 OAXACA 7, Quintana Roo 6 (Guerreros scored 5 runs in bottom of 7th to overcome 6-2 deficit) 
THU, July 22 OAXACA 9, Quintana Roo 5 (Jaime Brena went 3-for-4 with triple, 3 RBIs and run scored for Oaxaca)  
SAT, July 24 QUINTANA ROO 8, Oaxaca 3 (Iker Franco’s 1st inning 3-run homer gave Tigres lead they’d never relinquish) 
MON, July 26 QUINTANA ROO 2, Oaxaca 0 (Arturo Barradas and Bobby Cramer combined on two-day, rain-delayed shutout) 
TUE, July 27 QUINTANA ROO 7, Oaxaca 1 (Kevin Flores’ grand slam keyed 5-run fifth as Tigres won third in row at home) 
THU, July 29 OAXACA 3, Quintana Roo 2 (Reliever Yoel Hernandez’ two scoreless innings saved win for Guerreros) 
FRI, July 30 OAXACA 5, Quintana Roo 4 (Victor Mercedes’ bases-loaded walk-off RBI single won series for Oaxaca) 
 

DIVISION FINALS 
NORTH: SALTILLO defeated MONTERREY, 4 games to 2 
SAT, July 31 SALTILLO 4, Monterrey 0 (Hector Daniel Rodriguez allowed four hits over six shutout innings for Saraperos) 
SUN, August 1 Monterrey 5, SALTILLO 2 (Willie Romero went 3-for-5 for Sultanes, who were outhit 9-to-5 by Saltillo) 
TUE, August 3 MONTERREY  14, Saltillo 11 (Sultanes overcame 5-run deficit, Luis A. Garcia and Willie Romero 3 hit each) 
WED, August 4 Saltillo 4, MONTERREY 3 (Refugio Cervantes hit 6th playoff HR in 9 games as Saraperos evened series) 
THU, August 5 Saltillo 14, MONTERREY 3 (Saltillo scored 7 2nd inning runs, Willie Romero and Jose Rodriguez 3 hits each) 
SAT, August 7 SALTILLO 6, Monterrey 4 (Cecilio Garibaldi K’d Agustin Murillo with bases loaded in 9th to end series)  
 
SOUTH: PUEBLA defeated OAXACA, 4 games to 2 
SUN, August 1 PUEBLA 6, Oaxaca 2 (Cesar Tapia hit 2-run HR and Lorenzo Barleco pitched 7.1 innings in Pericos win)  
MON, August 2 PUEBLA 7, Oaxaca 6 (Miguel Torrero scored game-winning run on tenth inning error for Puebla) 
WED, August 4 OAXACA 3, Puebla 2 (Christian Quintero’s two-run HR in bottom of 8th was key hit for Guerreros victory) 
THU, August 5 Puebla 14, OAXACA 9 (Omar De La Torre collected 4 hits, Rene Reyes and Valentin Gamez had 3 hits each) 
SAT, August 7 OAXACA 5, Puebla 4 (Jolbert Cabrera’s walkoff homer in 9th won game to keep Guerreros alive in series) 
SUN, August 8 PUEBLA 8, Oaxaca 3 (Andres Meza allowed 1 run in 7 IP, Serafin Rodriguez was 3-for-5 in Pericos’ clincher) 

 
BICENTENNIAL SERIES  
SALTILLO defeated PUEBLA, 4 games to 1 
TUE, August 10 Saltillo 6, PUEBLA 5 (Willie Romero had 3 hits as Saraperos overcame 4-run deficit despite being outhit 12-8) 
THU, August 12 Saltillo 4, PUEBLA 3 (Gabriel Martinez drilled 2-run homer in 8th to give Saltillo win in rain-suspended game)  
SAT, August 14 Puebla 8, SALTILLO 5 (Rene Reyes and Ricardo Serrano each had 3-run homer in Pericos’ 8-run first inning) 
SUN, August 15 SALTILLO 5, Puebla 0 (Hector Daniel Rodriguez tossed 8 shutout innings for 5th postseason victory) 
MON, August 16 SALTILLO 21, Puebla 2 (Refugio Cervantes crashed 2 homers and Jose Mercedes tossed complete game) 
 
NOTE:  Home teams listed in CAPITAL letters 
 
�
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BASEBALL MEXICO AWARDS: SUMMER 2010  
 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER:  Willis Otanez, Puebla Perico s 
 The Pericos got off to a very hot start in 2010 and went on to post the best record in the Mexican 
League at 66-39 before beating Yucatan and Oaxaca in the playoffs and reaching the Bicentennial 
Series.  Otanez, a former MLB infielder, was the linchpin of a Puebla squad that hit .320 as a team.  The 
37-year-old Dominican led the Liga with a .393 batting average and added 12 homers, scored 71 runs 
and had 76 RBIs in 91 games despite missing the last two weeks of the regular season with a foot injury. 

Otanez began the season with a 22-game hitting streak.  When his 15-game hit skein at the end 
of 2009 is factored in, his 37-game streak broke the old LMB record of 36 set by Saltillo’s Luis de los 
Santos in 2000. 
 
PITCHER OF THE YEAR:  Bobby Cramer, Quintana Roo Ti gres  
 2010 was not a standout season for Mexican League pitchers, but this longtime minor leaguer 
was the exception. Cramer, a 2001 Seattle draft pick who spent several seasons in the Oakland 
organization before heading south of the border to pitch in Cancun, led the Liga in several pitching 
categories, including wins (13), complete games (5), shutouts (3), strikeouts (123) and WHIP (1.12).  The 
California product also showed remarkable control for a lefty, issuing just 27 walks in his 128 innings 
pitched for the Tigres, yet gave up only six homers all season (also a remarkable figure for a control 
pitcher…ask Jamie Moyer about that). 
 After the season, Cramer headed back north to pitch for Oakland’s AAA affiliate in Sacramento. 
 
NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR:  Sandy Madera, Yucatan Leones  
 This award could just as easily have gone to Cramer, but Madera had a daily impact on his 
team’s fortunes whether he was playing for Saltillo or Yucatan (to whom he was traded in a midseason 
swap for outfielder Willie Romero).  Coming off a spectacular Mexican Pacific League season in which he 
led the Mex Pac with a .413 average for Los Mochis, Madera clobbered Mexican League pitching with a 
.383 average (second to Otanez) along with 18 homers and 86 runs.  A first baseman who turned 30 in 
August, Madera even swiped 10 bases in the regular season. 
 Madera bounced around the minors for 12 years before debuting in Mexico. He may have found a 
permanent baseball home. 
 
MANAGER OF THE YEAR:  Eddie Diaz, Oaxaca Guerreros  
 It was hard to pass over Saltillo manager Orlando Sanchez, who led his team to a second straight 
Liga pennant, but Diaz gets the nod over Chihuahua’s Chico Rodriguez because they had tougher jobs of 
turning around moribund teams in 2010.  Diaz piloted the Guerreros through a season that included the 
very real possibility of the team having to move out of Oaxaca because of a ballpark labor shutdown, but 
the former Brewers shortstop guided the club to an 18-game improvement from a 42-63 record in 2009 to 
a 60-45 mark this year and an LMB South finals berth against Puebla.  
 
BBM 2010 Mexican League All-Star Team  
1B Sandy Madera, Yucatan  (Finished second in Liga with .386 average and hit 18 homers) 
2B Jose Rodriguez, Saltillo  (Hit .333 with 12 homers and led LMB second sackers with 64 RBIs) 
3B Oscar Robles, Mexico City  (Turned in .355 average, led Liga with 95 runs and stole 18 bases) 
SS Rolando Acosta, Minatitlan  (Led LMB shortstops in hitting {.327}, RBIs {51} and scored 55 runs) 
LF Victor Diaz, Veracruz  (Topped circuit with 29 homers and 96 RBIs, stole 12 bases and hit .298) 
CF Alexis Gomez, Laguna  (Speedster easily led LMB with 37 steals and hit .352 with 16 homers) 
RF Ruben Rivera, Campeche  (Ex-MLBer had great season, batting .360 with 21 HRs and 73 RBIs) 
C Erick Rodriguez, Oaxaca  (Hit .327 with 10 homers and 61 RBIs in a tough league for catchers) 
DH Willis Otanez, Puebla  (Led Liga with .393 average after starting season with 22-game hit streak) 
LHSP Bobby Cramer, Quintana Roo  (Best in LMB with 13 wins, 123 Ks, 3 shutouts and 1.12 WHIP) 
RHSP Mac Suzuki, Chihuahua  (Led LMB with 2.89 ERA, went 9-4 with 3 CGs for resurgent Dorados) 
RP Luis Rivera, Puebla  (Was top reliever in Liga with 30 saves and had 3.86 ERA in hitter’s park) 
       -Selections made by BBM editor Bruce Baskin 

�
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MEXICAN LEAGUE BALPARKS  
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